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Our History

CCIDD is a Mexican Non-Governmental Organization initiated in 1977 in conjunction with Roman Catholic Ecumenical Bishop Sergio Mendez Arceo. It was founded to enrich the Christian Churches and related institutions/people of the Ameritas by promoting/facilitating greater contact and dialogue between north and south and thus assisting all to better understand and respond to God’s call for our time. (October 1993 Mission Statement)
Raymund Plankey, from Vermont, USA,has been the constant presence at this amazing Center since the beginning. Ray was a lay missioner in Chile when Salvador Allende was overthrown and assassinated by a military coup in 1972. He had married Chilean Gabriela Videla while in Chile. The Bishop of Cuernavaca, Don Sergio Mendez Arceo had been in Chile on various occassions in the 1970’s and was engaged in dialogues with the church in Santiago, Chile. After the military coup when General Pinoche was put in power as military dictador in Chile, Bishop Méndez Arceo invited many to come to Cuernavaca. Raymund and Gabriela moved to Cuernavaca, Mexico to begin a new chapter in their lives. 

Within a few years CCIDD was born with the idea to inform Christians in the north, the USA and Canada, about the reality of Christian struggle within Latin America. Ray, Gabriela and other friends talked about how to inform the populations north of Mexico about the reality of people’s suffering in Latin America and a social analysis of this reality. The idea was reverse misión: learning from the reality of those who are poor by being immersed in this reality and reflecting upon this experience. The idea of praxis: informed reflection- the see, judge act model of education was welcomed and CCIDD had its beginning.
In May, 1977 CCIDD welcomed its first group, Duke University divinity students. The center began with rented facilites in the Latin American Hotel. In 1984 the center moved to Francisco Leyva Street as buildings were purchased. Currently CCIDD continues on Leyva Street. In 2007 CCIDD celebrated the 30 year anniversary! To commemorate the anniversary Ray wrote Questioning Myths of God and Country, 50 Years: Memoirs of a Catholic Lay Missionary. Additionally, research was done on the archives to list groups who have participated in CCIDD. Over 10,000 people from Canada and the USA have come these past 30 years. See various archives of staff members and groups present over the years. Students from universities, colleges, high schools, professors, theology and social work groups, Christians of many denominations have come and experienced CCIDD. Pastoral leaders and NGOs have been to CCIDD.
Additionally CCIDD has claimed an important presence in the Mexican community of peace and resistance in Cuernavaca. They are members of the Foundation Don Sergio Mendez Arceo and help to educate many in the work for social justice, human rights and a deep spirituality of God’s love and goodness for all.

