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Greetings to all our CCIDD friends in Canada and the US, 
 
We at CCIDD are deeply grateful for your partnership with us in Cuernavaca. Our mission and 
work here is strong though often challenged by the civil society’s violence. As we work for 
justice and human rights through education and immersion experiences more and more young 
people are learning to see the world differently.  
 
Travel and immersion in a new reality or different culture changes us in some manner. It is 
December 2010 and I am deeply grateful for the blessings we have received at CCIDD. From 
May through August we had two graduate theology students come to join us to deepen their 
awareness of liberation and culture. Tom Eggleston from the University of Notre Dame and 
Brennan Pearson from Louisville Presbyterian Seminary joined together in studying the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Declarations of the Zapatistas, liberation theology 
and the Millennium Development Goals. Thanks to their efforts we have an excellent resource 
to use with our groups on these topics. Interns come to partner with us and share in our 
mission. Their presence has been a blessing and extended our partnerships in various 
directions. 
 
Other partners, Bet and Daniel Barrios, friends from Mexico City have an eco-agricultural 
center in Tzimol, Chiapas. It is called Tzomanotik, meaning, ‘joining hands together.’ Several 
of us traveled there in June with four friends from Cuernavaca and our CCIDD Interns; three 
young people from la Estación traveled with us. There we encountered university students 
from Mexico City’s Iberoamericana University giving 1-2 months of service.  It is similar to 
Service Learning in Canada and the US. What a grand cross cultural experience!! While at 
Tsomanotik we also shared time with about 30 young boys from the orphanage in Comitán. 
Being in Chiapas and deepening our awareness of this social reality changes us. We had time 
to slow down and reflect together in that beautiful location.  
 
The narco violence throughout Mexico this past year has been disturbing. But equally 
disturbing is the reality that our governments of the world cannot move forward on wise 
ecological decisions to safeguard our environment.  Currently the meeting continues in 
Cancun. The real work needs to come from the common folk working hard, making changes 
daily for a better environment and safer world. We hope to connect more with the families in la 
Estación and Jiutepec on ecology and environmental changes.  
 
As 2010 comes to a close, I see our CCIDD efforts continuing to touch the lives of many in 
Mexico, Canada and the USA. God has blessed us.  I am grateful to all who send donations and 
who send groups. Our doors are always open. Come join us! 
 
In peace and solidarity, 
 
Sister Kathleen Long O.P. 
Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Democracy Prevails in Ecuador 
By Carlos A. Cruz 

 
 

If you are a fan of democracy, then you will like 
what happened on September 30th  2010 in Ecuador. 
After a failed coup d’état that involved taking over 
the national assembly, Quito’s international airport, 
public television networks and attempted murder by 
rogue police forces, Ecuador’s President Rafael 
Correa and democracy are still alive.  
 
Ecuador is marked by more political and economic 
instability than most countries in Latin America. The 
last three presidents have been overthrown by 

popular unrest. However, the presidency of Rafael Correa stands in sharp contrast. He is the 
first president in the last 30 years to be re-elected. Moreover, he won by the widest margin 
since Ecuador’s return to democracy in 1979. So why has Ecuador re-elected him, and why 
was there an attempt against democracy and his life? 
 
Rafael Correa, a self declared “Christian socialist,” has been improving education and even 
trying to bring a universal health care system to this impoverished tiny South American nation 
by using oil wealth and defaulting on its external debt. During the 1990s, Ecuadorian citizens 
had lost faith in the traditional political elite, which time and again had proven itself more 
accountable to powerful international and domestic financial interests than to the needs of the 
Ecuadorian people. Under Correa’s presidency this dynamic has changed to favor Ecuadorian 
sectors that have been historically marginalized. He is fixing his country for the better, to pull 
its people out of poverty, and to fight for social and economic justice. 
 
 
A New Ecuador? 
 
Rafael Correa is renegotiating oil contracts with powerful 
multinational corporations so that a broader segment of the 
Ecuadorian population can benefit from the wealth of its 
natural resources. Oil is Ecuador’s biggest and most 
profitable export. In the past, oil revenue in Ecuador was 
used to repay its external debt, whereas now it is used 
more and more to create national funds for investment and 
job creation. 
 
Correa has also reformed the common practice among 
Ecuadorian businesses of hiring workers informally in 
order to avoid paying insurance and social security taxes 
for them. The new constitution obliges companies to regularise employment conditions, 
offering stability and the benefits of formal employment.  
 
 His truly unique economic alternative projects like Yasunni serve as a development model for 
conservation rather than exploitation. Yasunni, a pristine Amazonian rainforest reserve also 
home to large sums of petroleum beneath its surface, will not see one machine drill its 
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ecosystem. This project entails creating an international fund so that Ecuador can protect 
biodiversity, indigenous people’s territory and reduce carbon dioxide emissions in exchange 
for foreign aid and debt cancellation.  
 
Correa’s poor but resource-rich country dares to chart an alternative development path that puts 
human needs and protection of the environment ahead of the desires of corporate capital. 
Ecuador now also has a constitution that is remarkably progressive in terms of environmental 
protections, putting significant limits and controls on exploitation of the country’s natural 
resources. 
 
On a social scale, his political movement ‘New Country Movement’ aims to reinvent the entire 
political landscape of the country (maybe even the developing world). National elites whom 
have benefited from oil wealth and corrupt business dealings with multinational corporations 
have plenty to worry about as Rafael Correa is putting an end to political abuse. Correa has not 
disappointed his supporters in his willingness to stand up to powerful international and 
domestic interests and to use his political capital to attempt to carry out fundamental changes to 
Ecuador’s political and economic system.  
 
The economy is being restructured for more state intervention that will promote the well being 
of the country, ensuring education and health care. For the first time in Ecuadorian 
constitutional history, the rich are being taxed while relieving the tax burden from the poor and 
the working class. 
 
 
Opposition Strategies 

 
Seven days before the attempted coup, at a conference held by 
the Interamerican Institute for Democracy (a U.S. based 
NGO), Lucio Gutierrez (overthrown president and figurehead 
of the main political opposition) foreshadowed the downfall of 
the Correa government. Gutierrez, a close ally of the World 
Bank and the International Monetary Found, signed letters of 
agreement during his presidency (2003-2005) to the 
conditionalities of such institutions. The most important was 
the “freezing” of wages in the public sector which left police 
forces basic salary at 300 dollars. This along with many other 
unpopular neo-liberal policies (cutting pensions to retirees) 

made Lucio Gutierrez flee by helicopter amongst mass popular protests to Brazil in 2005. 
 
 
On the 30th of September, the police held a strike over salary grievances. Correa’s opposition, 
including Lucio Gutierrez, had told the police that their salaries and benefits were to be 
reduced. When Correa arrived at the scene to address the crowd and to explain how he had in 
fact raised their salaries from 300 to 600 dollars, the crowd dismissed Correa’s claims. Instead, 
they argued that the opposition was responsible for their wage increases, not the Correa 
government. Close allies of Lucio Gutierrez are being investigated for instigating the police 
revolt that triggered the attempted coup d’état. Gutierrez’s brother, a congressman for Sociedad 
Patriotica, the main opposition party is also being investigated for alleged involvement in 
taking over of the National Assembly. Other key allies of Gutierrez like his lawyer are being 
investigated for the violent overtake of the publicly founded television channel Ecuador TV. 
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The Ecuadorian mainstream media continues to deny that there in fact was an attempted coup 
d’état declared by the Organization of American States and have done very little to support 
democracy and Rafael Correa. Media concentration in Latin America is high, with most of the 
major media outlets owned by powerful financial groups. These groups have been some of the 
most virulent critics of the New Leftist governments, precisely because these governments seek 
to redistribute wealth, increase state regulation of business, and generally act on the principle 
that corporations have social obligations. 
 
The new constitution of 2008 prohibits business interests from owning broadcasting media. 
Mainstream media in Ecuador are part of business groups who own banks related to the 
financial crisis of 1999, where millions of state dollars were given to rescue them while these 
left thousands of people without their life savings. It is no wonder that opposition groups have 
spoken out in favor of the Coup d’état and are calling for Correa’s resignation.  
 
 
Peoples Democracy 
 
The events of the 30th of September show a country coming out to the streets to defend their 
democratic wishes. Loyal military troops rescued Rafael Correa as he was held inside of a 
police hospital by rogue police agents. As his presidential car left the scene in a storm of 
bullets he was brought to the presidential palace where a magnitude of Ecuadorians awaited 
him. On the same night, UNASUR (Union of South American Nations) convened in an 
emergency summit to express their full support for Ecuadorian democratic institutions and 
Rafael Correa. The summit also announced a "democratic clause" to the UNASUR 
Constitutive Treaty and an agreement to take immediate and concrete steps if further similar 
attempts should occur.  
 
For now, Ecuador and its elected president remain on course towards major structural 
readjustments towards greater government transparency, accountability and democratization of 
society. Unlike previous presidents Rafael Correa enjoys popular national and international 
support. His approval ratings have increased since the attempted coup d’état. Most importantly, 
the most impoverished sectors of Ecuador support his politics of social and economic justice, a 
force that could earn him his third mandate in 2012. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



A Mexican bishop is recognized internationally for defending 
human rights 

 
By Isabel Reyes 

 
The Rafto Foundation for Human Rights was established in 1986 to 
commemorate the late Professor Thorolf Rafto (1922-1986), and to 
carry on his life-long work to protect human rights. The Professor 
Thorolf Rafto Memorial Prize for Human Rights has been awarded 
every year since 1987.   
 
   
The Rafto Prize is announced every year at the end of September, 
and the Rafto Prize ceremony is held each November at the 
National Venue of Theatre in Bergen, Norway. The Rafto prize has 
achieved international recognition and the award sheds light on 
human rights violations and human rights defenders who deserve 
the world's attention. 
  

This year the Rafto Price Committee decided to award the catholic bishop of Saltillo, Coahuila, 
México don Raúl Vera López for his struggle for human rights and social justice.  

Humans Rights violations in Mexico have been documented a lot by important 
organizations and journalists. However these same journalists expose their lives 
and have been disappeared or murdered as a consequence of their work. Bishop 
José Raúl Vera López is characterized as one of the most courageous critics of 
human rights violations in today’s Mexico. Endangering his own security, he 
speaks out loud and without fear against human rights violations, corruption, 
power abuses and the absence of the rule of law.  

The human rights activism of Raúl Vera López first 
emerged when he was assistant bishop in the southern 
region of Chiapas from 1995 to 1999. His work for the 
rights of poor peasants and indigenous peoples met with 
disapproval from landowners and authorities. As a result 
of this the Church denied appointing him Bishop of 
Chiapas. Instead, he was appointed Bishop of the 
dioceses of Saltillo on the US-Mexican border. 

Bishop Vera López focuses a lot of his work on murdered and raped women, immigrant’s 
situation, workers rights and struggle of indigenous people and peasants. He has raised his 
voice to protect journalists and condemns police and army abuses. He gave his voice to the 
prisoners and he proved that the social structures give disadvantage to poor people and increase 
the power of the criminals. Contrary to the majority of the clergy, he speaks out in support of 
gays and lesbians as well as prostitutes. In the big debate about gay and lesbians rights he said 
“The GLBT deserve respect. We must remove the prejudices and understand the social 
disorder we are living in. We must have a deeper understanding.” He emphasizes that 
vulnerable groups in society must be made aware of their rights. He founded Brother Juan de 



Larios Center for Human Rights (Centro Diocesano para los Derechos Humanos Fray Juan de 
Larios) as a vital tool in raising awareness and empowerment. 
 
 

Bishop Vera López accused the Mexican 
police and representatives of the National 
Migration Institute of being part of a 
criminal network that kidnaps migrants, 
tortures their victims into giving up names 
of relatives, and then demands a ransom of 
6,000-8,000 USD. If the relatives do not 
pay, victims are forced to sell their organs. 

In 2002, he established the organization 
Belén – the migrants’ shelter (Belén – Posada del Migrante), which has given shelter and 
support to 40,000 migrants from all over Central America. This is dangerous work in today’s 
Mexico. Amnesty International has demanded protection for all employees at Belén and the 
migrants who stay there. 

Besides the plight of the migrants, the dramatic increase in human rights violations against 
women and the impunity of army personnel are also a serious concern. Raúl Vera López has 
drawn attention to the way in which military personnel systematically rape prostitutes, and to 
the wave of femicides which in the past 15 years have cost the lives of hundreds of young 
women in the border region.  

During a service in May of this year, Bishop Vera López spoke about the killed migrants. In 
contrast to the suspicions in which migrants are commonly viewed, he praised their 
determination to create a better life. In his speech on November 7th he expressed the 
following:  
 

Through my pastoral labor, collaborating with Human Rights defenders group I’ve been 
witness of how the dignity of the people is violated in a lot of topics and in different places in 
Mexico… Impunity is the main characteristic that nowadays is immersing in the administration 
of justice in Mexico; even in the cases that are already solved for those who ask for justice, 
there is not fulfillment of the sentence or the international recommendations, there is not 
punishment for the Human Rights violators in the state. 

 
  
By awarding the Rafto Prize 2010 to 
José Raúl Vera López, the Rafto 
Foundation wants to draw attention to 
the dramatic and worsening human 
rights’ conditions in Mexico, where 
the government’s attempt to contain 
the spiraling of violent crime has lead 
to a militarization of society that has 
further deteriorated the human rights 
conditions. At the same time, we want 
to raise awareness of his efforts to 
improve this situation. The Prize 



honors an uncompromising champion of the rights of the most vulnerable groups in Mexico. 
Raúl Vera López is able to see and care for individual human beings as well as recognized how 
their lives are shaped by unjust power structures in society. Raúl Vera López urges the Church 
to take on a more critical role in Mexico, and criticizes the close relationship between the 
leaders of the Church and the government. He combines the struggle for long term changes in 
Mexican society with comprehensive efforts to assist those with immediate needs. In this way, 
he is “the voice of the voiceless.” Raúl Vera López contributes to giving Mexico’s most 
vulnerable a life of dignity and hope for a better future. 
 
 



A’ narcotunel’ found in Tijuana on November 4 
Photo: http://diariosandiego.com 

Narcotraffic in Mexico  
 

By Patricia Cabello 
 
Hello everybody!!! This time I want to write a little bit about an important matter for my 
country. 

Narcotraffic. About 29,000 people have died since Felipe Calderon, Mexico’s president, 
declared war on the drug cartels in 2006. Despite the 50,000 Mexican troops fighting the 
cartels and the US’ assurance of support; no one has been able to present any evidence that the 
Mexican government is winning this war. 

The Zetas 
 
The Zetas (Drug Cartel from the northern region of Mexico) have a fearsome reputation, but 
the real surprise comes not in their ruthless use of violence, but in the origins of where they 
learned the tricks of their bloody trade. Some of the cartel's initial members were elite Mexican 
troops trained in the early 1990s by America’s 7th Special Forces Group also known as "snake 
eaters" at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. 
 
They were given map reading and communication courses, standard Special Forces training 
which included light to heavy weapons, machine guns and automatic weapons. And if winning 
the war on drugs is the goal, training the most violent cartel probably isn’t the best strategy. 
Consequently, as the organized crime groups are pressured by the government and people 
arrested and drugs taken off the streets, we see internal strife and intergroup competition over 
the market. Fat on profits made largely in the United States, the drug traffickers in Mexico are 

engaged in a bloody war among themselves 
and with the government. Violence, 
including assaults on the police and the 
army, has left more than 10,000 people 
dead. 
 
Tunnels to the US (2006 -2010) 
 
Over the last four years, at least 51 
unauthorized tunnels have been found in the 
two border cities of Tijuana and Nogales. 
Some are short, narrow passageways. 
Others are long, sophisticated underground 
thoroughfares strung with electric cables 
and ventilation hoses.  As mentioned 
earlier, Felipe Calderón was elected 
president of Mexico in 2006. After a 
turbulent first presidential year in office, 

Calderón has cemented his hold on power, divided the main opposition party, and taken up a 
full-scale offensive against drug cartels. As a result of this strategy, Calderon has sent federal 
troops and agents to restore order in cities once controlled by drug traffickers unleashing a 
wave of violence. 
 



Edgar Valdez Villarreal a.k.a ‘La Barbie’ 
arrested on August 30, 2010 by the Mexican 
Federal Police. 

Determining patterns in the drug war is difficult. At least seven major trafficking organizations, 
and their various splinter groups, are vying for territory and supremacy. Cartel Del Golfo 
(Zetas), Cartel de Tijuana, Cartel de Juárez, Cartel de Sinaloa, Cartel de Michoacán also 
known as “La familia michoacana,” El Cartel de los Beltrán Leyva and “Los Negros” make up 
the known drug traffickers in México.   
 
Latin America is a melting pot for organizations such as the cartels. All the ingredients 
required to produce highly profitable illicit drugs can be found in Latin America. Ecuador, 
Peru and Bolivia provide the coca plantations and the chemicals used to elaborate cocaine 
come from Brazil. The powerful organizations and their laboratories are in Colombia. In the 
narcotics context, there is not a great difference between countries: practically all the countries 
in Latin America are involved in some way. Each country participates with its specific 
contribution: from production, to transformation, to processing and finally to distribute the 
product.  
  
Corruption 
 
Latin American governments are often noted 
for the amount of corruption that exists within 
them. Even the most politically and 
economically advanced countries deal with 
corruption of some sort. In Mexico, the police 
force is notorious for the amount of 
corruption that it participates in which ranges 
from kidnappings, taking bribes, to drug 
dealing. Corruption is comparable within all 
countries although some more than others. 
 
Between 2006 and 2008, several high ranking 
federal agents and police were arrested due to 
their ties with organized crime. According to 
the United Nations, Mexico is one of the five 
countries in the world with the highest level 
of organized crime. The international 
organization said that corruption and the collusion between authorities and drug cartels was the 
main impediment to solving the crisis 
 
US Drug Demand 
 
The Mexican drug cartels have obtained some of the most sophisticated weapons from the 
United States. The US has also provided a massive consumer market for illicit drugs. The 
addiction of the United States to drugs, the dollars and the weapons that travel through our 
border maintain the activities of the cartels. 
 
According to the US State Department 90% of the cocaine consumed in the US comes from 
Mexico. The earning for cartels has reached massive sums equalling 10 billion dollars (US) 
annually. There are Mexican drug offers because there is US demand. Narcotraffic and 
organized crime groups in Mexico generate annual earnings of 24 million dollars in the US 
market.  Across Mexico approximately 300 to 460 tons of cocaine annually pass to the US 
where 20 million people regularly consume drugs.  On the other hand, it is calculated that in 



Mexico there exist 16.5 million illegal arms.  Just between 2000 and 2008, five million illegal 
arms entered the country, of which 90 percent came from the US. 
 

 The Merida Initiative 
 
 The Merida Initiative will not yield positive 
results because it doesn’t combat in an efficient 
manner the money generated by the traffic in 
narcotics, inhibit the use of drugs and, above all, 
it doesn’t stop the arms traffic.   The narcotraffic 
process has three phases: the production, mainly 
in Colombia; the distribution, mainly in Mexico; 
and the consumption primarily in the US. 
 Nevertheless, the Merida Initiative 
only partially combats the problem of distribution 
and doesn’t address the problems of production 
and consumption. 
 
 This initiative demonstrates the co-responsibility 
between Mexico and the US to stop narcotraffic; 
it doesn’t seek to combat the corruption that 
exists in the US.  That is to say, it is designed to 
try to manage the existence of corruption in 
Mexico. However this initiative fails to recognize 
the existence of corruption in the US where the 
distribution networks cannot function without the 
complicity of US authorities. 
  

Corruption is an integral part of every governing body in the world regardless of whether it is 
high on the political ladder or not.  Presidents of nations to some degree are also involved in 
some form or another.  Corruption may trickle down to the local assemblymen or most 
commonly the police force. Taking bribes and stealing money to fund your own personal 
ventures are all forms of corruption. Corruption stagnates the economic progress of the country 
and to some degree the growth of fair government and democracy. 
 
 Summary 
 
The human rights requirements in the Merida Initiative offer a key tool for improving both 
human rights and public security in Mexico. So long as Mexico fails to meet the human rights 
requirements set out in the law, Mexico has failed to meet the Human Rights requirements set 
out by law. Mexican authorities have failed to implement a consultation process that engages 
human rights groups and other civil society organizations in a true dialogue. 
 
We recognize that Mexico is facing a severe public security crisis, and that the United States 
can play a constructive role in strengthening Mexico’s ability to confront organized crime in an 
effective manner. However the U.S. Government has the responsibility to ensure that taxpayer 
dollars are not used in the violation of human rights. Government needs to focus on attacking 
the causes and structures of organized crime within the country, drug addiction and the demand 
for black market drugs, international financial transactions, arms trafficking and transborder 
corruption. 

“Merida Initiative” and “Colombia Plan” 
seen by critics as a Trojan Horse. 
Photo: http://alertaroja.net 



Melissa, Brennan and Tom in Teotihuacan 

Program Staff 
 
Thank you to Jenna Padbury and Luis 
Estrada for their work with us from 2008 to 
2010! 
Jenna shared with groups her passion for 
social justice and her gift of organizing. 
Luis, as a Cuernavaca native, was able to 
give groups an intense Mexican 
perspective. His gifts in technology 
enhanced the resources for our groups. 
Thanks to both and best wishes to them. It 
was wonderful to have them with us at 
CCIDD. Also, thanks to Amy Godenick 
former Furman University student who 

worked part time as needed from Fall 2009 to the end of May 2010. Her Spanish is excellent 
and she really helped in the office. She was a calming presence for all. Gracias!  
 

Recently arrived are Carlos Ortiz and Michelle Flores. We welcome 
them as we begin 2011 and the journey ahead with Paty, Isabel and 
Maggie.   
 
The program staff is key to our mission as 
they interact with all our groups as well as 
with our Mexican partners. The work begins 

months ahead of the groups’ airport arrivals. They work as a team 
making our CCIDD mission effective. Thanks to each of them! 
 
 
 
INTERNS SUMMER 2010 
 

 
In summer 2010 we had 3 great Interns at 
CCIDD. Melissa Carnall is from Furman 
University, Greenville, South Carolina and is 
a religion and economics double major. 
Brennan Pearson is a student at Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary and Tom Eggleston is 
studying at Notre Dame University. Both 
Brennan and Tom are in Master of Divinity 
(theology) programs and their internships 
were sponsored by their institutions.  CCIDD 
staff, Isabel, Maggie and Sister Kathy spent 
time in Chiapas at Tsomanotik with the 
interns.  
 

 
 

 



Melissa Carnall with her machete is 
cutting corn cobs for the organic 
mushroom project. 

Brennan Pearson is helping to package 
the ‘panela’ which is similar to natural 
brown sugar. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
               

 

Tom Eggleston works spraying 
organic (urine/water) fertilizer 
on garden plants. 



DONATIONS are appreciated! 
 
We sustain ourselves at CCIDD via the program fees and some donations which come for our 
operational fund. Through extra donations from our groups and individuals we are able to do 
many service projects and help numerous students with their educational costs. We can also do 
extra maintenance at CCIDD. 
 
Your generosity encourages us! Thank you for all we have received this year.  
I invite you to help us to help others. We will continue with rehabbing homes in La Estación 
beginning with our first group in January 2011.  The families in Jiutepec would like more 
shoes and school supplies for their children for school. 
 
Send your donations to us via PAY PAL (www.ccidd.org/donations) or write a check to 
CCIDD and mail it to CCIDD % Pat Lucas, 28613 Isleworth Ct., Lake Bluff, IL 60044. 
Send you name and e mail with the check.  
Thank you for helping us! 
 
 



CONTACT US 

 

Our webpage: 

http://www.ccidd.org 

 

Our email address: 

ccidd@cableonline.com 

 

Our Facebook page: 

CCIDD: Cuernavaca Center for Intercultural Dialogue on Development 

 

 

Our phone numbers: 

Phone: (011-52-777) 312 6564 

US direct line to Mexico: 414-431-4244 

Fax number: (011-52-777) 312 9392 

Central Standard Time 

 

Our Mexico Address: 

CCIDD 

Francisco Leyva #39, Col. Centro 

Cuernavaca, Morelos 

62000 Mexico 

 

 

 

 

CCIDD Mission Statment 

 

To provide opportunities for churches and other groups form the U.S. and Canada to 

encounter the presence of God in the struggle for Justice in the Americas and to empower them 

to work for social transformation. 

 


