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OFELIA: ONE OF CCIDD’S TREASURES

My name is Ofelia Laureano Hernandez.

| want to congratulate CCIDD for their 30 years of life! As a speaker | have had
the privilege of knowing professors and other speakers, who had honored us
coming to share their knowledge, and together we have the opportunity of
learning more about my culture and the history of my wonderful country,
Mexico.

CCIDD has been a place where | have worked 14 years and | have seen how
many families are able to find some help for their necessities here at the Center.
Also this is a great opportunity for the students from the USA and Canada; they
can practice Spanish!

And | really want to mention Sister Kathy’'s experience, and the amazing job she
does with the staff, based on her wisdom. Finally | would like you to know that
when we had the anniversary party last month, (August 11) it was beautiful,
because we could feel the atmosphere of love at CCIDD.

Note: Ofelia began sharing her story with CCIDD patrticipants in 1994. She talks
about her experience as a young married woman living in La Estacion, her family
struggles, economic challenges and then her connections with Gerardo Thijssen.
She tells of her personal struggle of survival of her self esteem, her role as
mother and her identity as a woman in various work situations and her beginning
steps promoting Habitat for Humanity. Ofelia is an inspiration to all who know her
and have heard her sharing at CCIDD. Thank you, Ofelia!



PAINTING PROJECT 2007
by Paty Cabello

This Spring we had a wonderful painting project with the participation of groups
that came to CCIDD willing to volunteer doing Social Service and Service
Learning. We went to different neighborhoods here in Cuernavaca, and some
other municipalities around this beautiful city.

We collaborated painting schools, most of them kindergartens, communities
where most of the children belong to low income families.

The buildings were in really bad condition; the walls, ceilings, and sometimes
door and window frames were in disrepair.

The students from the USA and Canada had a great time working and helping.
And they had the opportunity of sharing with teachers, parents and students in
all these places. Here are the days and the names of the school, and how many
CCIDD students participated in this project:

Date: February 17-18

School: Jardin de Ninos “Arnold Gesell”

Place: Cuernavaca, Morelos.

Group: Mc Master University, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada.
#: 9 participants

Date: March 2

School: Jardin de Ninos “Hijos del Ejercito”

Place: Santa Maria Ahuacatitlan, Morelos.

Groups: St. Francis Xavier University, Antigonish, Nova Scotia, Canada
#: 14 Participants
University of Western Ontario, Canada
#: 27 Participants



Date: March 10-11

School: Jardin de Ninos “Guadalupe Sandoval”

Place: Santa Maria Ahuacatitlan, Morelos.

Group: Catholic School Board Eastern Ontario, 6 high schools, Canada
#. 53 Participants

Date: April 11

School: Jardin de Ninos “Angelina Bustamante”

Place: Santa Maria Ahuacatitlan, Morelos.

Group: Catholic Central High School. Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada.
#. 20 Participants

Date: April 16

School: Jardin de Nifios “Estado de Tamaulipas”
Place: Tétela del Monte, Morelos.

Group: Lakeland Catholic High, Alberta, Canada.
# . 11 Participants

Date: August 9

School: *Subproyecto — Patios de la Estacion

Place: Cuernavaca, Morelos.

Group: Boston College. Boston, Massachussets, USA.
#. 20 Participants

*Note: In addition to the schools, we also went to Patios de la Estacion
(this is a squatter settlement) where the group which came in August
volunteered working and painting the community center.

Total:

6 schools

7 groups

127 Participants

Well as you can see, here at CCIDD we provide the opportunities and invite you
to live the experience, make a decision and immerse yourself in this challenging
journey, and also enjoy the nice weather here in this our city called * Eternal
Spring “.



30 years Following the Path
by Paulina Rodriguez

Since the beginning of 2007, everyone at CCIDD knew that this was a
celebration year... this center has been working for 30 years and with this CCIDD
deserved a great party. August was chosen for the event due to the presence of
three groups at CCIDD: Boston College that has been here for twelve years, St.
Louis University also here for eight years and a brand new group, Marygrove
College in its 1% visit to Cuernavaca.

Some months ago, the staff agreed on how to celebrate this new birthday.
The decision was to have a Mass at the Chapel of the Resurrection in the crypt
at the Cathedral and then share some tacos, music, cake and a toast at CCIDD.
All these required a lot of preparation on part of CCIDD staff so tasks and duties
were divided and everyone started to organize everything many weeks before.

Invitations were sent, decorations bought, singers chosen and the big day
arrived, 11™ August, 2007 ... if you peeped into CCIDD that day you could see a
lot of people moving around, putting all the things in order. The cooks in the
kitchen were preparing a wonderful taquiza, in the garden, people on the ladders
hanging balloons and colored papers, others arranging tables, chairs, tablecloths
and flower pots all over the place. It has to be mentioned the invaluable help that
the three groups who were having a program at CCIDD at that moment gave us;
they were also hosts of this celebration.

So the Cuernavaca Center for



Intercultural Dialogue on Development, which has opened its doors to so
many groups from the U.S. and Canada for 30 years, opened them again to
around 200 people among speakers, members of different organizations and
cooperatives, former workers, friends, families from La Estacion... The purpose
was to celebrate the long-lasting life of this institution that has make a big
difference by influencing the life of many people here in Cuernavaca and in the
whole North America.

While enjoying the food, the celebration program started with a dynamic
called : wall of history in which everyone was asked to mark in a timeline when
their relationship with CCIDD began. This helps us to understand the idea that
this is a shared story in which all of us are somehow protagonists due to our
involvement and commitment to CCIDD’s mission.

Then, it was time for some testimonies. First of all, Raymond Plankey
shared with us how this center was founded 30 years ago and part of its story.
Then, four people who have been highly involved in these years shared some
thoughts: Gabriel Mufidéz, from the United Artisan cooperative, Berna Martinez,
one of CCIDD’s cooks for eighteen years, Father Donald MacMillan, S.J., leader
from the Boston College group and Ofelia Laureano, one of CCIDD’s speakers.

The celebration was great, everyone had a lot of fun dancing and laughing
around, feeling blessed for being part of this... The comments below which
belong to some of the guests show the feeling that permeated the party:

Thanks for your great work in México, may God enlig hten
you to continue like this and go on building God’s reign here
and now. Congratulations

BCC, Civac

We are grateful to God for guiding Ray to Cuernavac a
and opening up México to us. Your hearts are bigan  d your
love is eternal and may God hold you in hisarms al  ways.

Boston College

Thanks for inviting me. | had a great time, very jo  yful
and happy with you all. Happy anniversary. My name IS
Isidro.



Independence Day in Mexico
by Abril Olmos

Most of the People living in the

United States and Canada may

thing the main national holiday

in Mexico is “5 de Mayo”, but

it's not; The Battle of Puebla is

not that primordial to Mexicans

as the Independence Day,

celebrated on the night of

September 15" and September

16", is a festivity full with

traditional Mexican music, the

colors of the flag all over the

city, Civil ceremonies —"El

Grito” and the parade the day after—, fireworks, special outfits and parties in
peoples” houses with traditional food and drinks.

But the importance of the national holiday does
not lie on the festivities, but in the values behind
the independence movement. Some of the values
that people were fighting for two hundred years
ago are still clamoring for its complete fulfillment
in today’s Mexican society.

The independence war in Mexico (at that time

Nueva Espafa) against the Spanish Crown lasted

from 1820 to 1821. Many other Spanish colonies

in America achieve their independence in the

same period. In the beginning of the XIXth century

many criollos (the sons and daughters of

Spaniards born in America) felt that they didn’t

enjoy the same privileges that the Europeans did,

and began a struggle for equality, this fight merge

with a new important force, nationalism, that seek

for the self government of Nueva Espafia and the

establishment of an independent Nation-State: Mexico, were many class, cast
and race distinctions between the citizens will disappear to give birth to new
political status for its inhabitants. This new order was extremely different to the
Spanish rule of its domain in the New World..



One of the main outcomes of the Independence was the free determination of a
people to govern themselves, without foreign rule. Mexicans will continue to fight
for this right on the following years, for example in the war with the United States
and against the French Intervention. Even in these days, were the “foreign rule”
took the shape of IMF, WTO and World Bank policies imposed to third world
countries, with the strong influence of transnational corporations whose best
interest is not the same as the country’s people.

The other important benefit of the independence is the political status of equality
before the law for all the citizens. However, the equality in a piece of paper
doesn’t imply the equality in actual terms. In the time of the Colony the
indigenous population was on the bottom of society and lacked of basic rights
and opportunities, At present the gaps in Mexican society haven’t been solve
and is something we still have to fight.
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KEEP IN TOUCH---

Check out our WEB page: www.ccidd.org
Call us: 011 52-777-312-65 64

or 414 431-4244
E mail u s: ccidd@cableonline.com.mx

*** DONATIONS- 30th anniversary ***

Your generosity is always appreciated to help us maintain our staff, our programs
and our facilities. Would you consider a 30th YEAR ANNIVERSARY GIFT of $10,
$30, $100 or more? Donations to our operational fund are always welcome; we
depend upon your help to meet our financial goals.

Send checks or money orders to our account in lllinois. Donations in US dollars
is preferred. Make checks payable to CCIDD. Mail to CCIDD % Pat Lucas, 28613
Isleworth Ct. Lake Bluff, IL 60044 USA Or contact us:

ccidd@cableonline.com.mx
Thank you to our donors!

We have some new material in our webpage. We invite you to take a
look at http://www.ccidd.org/history.htm , where you will find Ray
Plankey’s article about his experiences at CCIDD in 30 years,
testimonials of different persons involved in the p rograms over the
years and listngs of the people that participated i n CCIDD in three
decades: staff & boards members, visiting groups an d from United
States and Canada. If you have any update or correc tion to these lists,
please contact us at ccidd@cableonline.com.mx




CCIDD MISION STATEMENT

To provide opportunities for churches and other groups from the U.S. and
Canada to encounter the presence of God in the struggle for justice in the
Americas and to empower them to work for social transformation.

CCIDD VOLUNTEERS and pt staff June- August

Mark and Lindley Curtis _ joined us

mid June — August 15. Mark, an '04

grad of Furman University,

Greenville  South  Carolina, is

currently at University of North

Carolina in a Masters of International

Studies Program. His focus s

Economic Development. Mark joined

the Program staff for 21/2 months

and was a great asset with his

Spanish fluency and compassion for

this ministry of immersion and

dialogue. In addition to working with

the program staff Mark designed a program to solicit more detailed economic
information from a cluster of residents of La Estacion. He prepared a survey and
interviewed residents one by one in looking to their association with the
community center, their income levels, and the type of housing and basic status
of their economic reality. This information will benefit CCIDD and the La Estacion
community center leaders as we continue our partnership in solidarity with the
families in the area.

Lindley is in her 2" year of a dual Masters program, MDIV and MSW at Duke
University and the University of North Carolina. She spent time studying Spanish
and additionally helped in our kitchen, collaborated with a variety of details with
our groups and led several reflections for our August participants. What a great
couple! Gracias Mark and Lindley! You gave wholeheartedly to our mission each
day with us.




Leslee Dean is a student at Furman

University, Greenville S. Carolina.

She studied Spanish in Cuernavaca

in 2006 and returned to be with us

as a volunteer at CCIDD for 30 days

between June and July. Leslee

spent her mornings the first few

weeks as an aide at the kindergarten

in La Estacion with Luke Fairbairn, a

Lutheran volunteer. When school

was out in early July, Leslee joined

teachers and family members in

painting the rooms at the

kindergarten. Additionally among other things, she was busy at CCIDD helping
Maru and Berna in the kitchen with a variety of meals for our July group of
teachers from Ontario. In Leslee’s application to volunteer she wrote, ‘I hope to
use my summer to work with the children, using the Spanish skills that | have
acquired through school. 1 also hope to improve my Spanish and learn more
about Mexico and the world. [ identify with the mission of the CCIDD, and as a
Christian desire to put my faith into action.” The children in the kindergarten were
blessed with her presence. Leslee, thanks for sharing your faith in action with us
at CCIDD!

Grace Sanchez Morengo and Aarti Monteiro __ are friends and college students
at Grinnell College in lowa. Grace is from San Antonio, TX and Aarti from
Evanston, IL. Both came to study Spanish and assisted CCIDD staff in a variety
of tasks. They were up early

helping  with  the  breakfast

preparations and in the evenings,

helping with the supper details.

They helped program staff with a

variety of tasks. One great work

was to teach English to Berna,

Maru and Herlinda; it was a mutual

sharing of languages. And they

both were in on the painting project

at the kindergarten in July. We

enjoyed their youthful energy and

enthusiasm to help in many ways.

Learning a language is more than classroom activities- it happens at the dinner
table, in the kitchen washing dishes, preparing “comidas’, painting with children
and listening to the wisdom of Nacho in Amatlan. Many thanks to Grace and Aarti
for joining us!




