Freedom is like the morning.
There are those that walit for it§
arrival while sleeping, but ther¢g
are those that don't sleep and
walk all night to reach it
-Subcomandant®arcos
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Welcome/ Introduction

The year 2010 has not only brought the celebratiminghe bicentennial of the Mexican
Independence and the centennial the Mexican Reaoolut It has also brought the beginning
of a busy season of groups to CCIDD here in Cuexteayv Since the beginning of the 2010
season, eleven church and school groups have erped the rewards and challenges that
accompany service work. This issue of the CCIDDOvsietter highlights these service
projects and the experiences of participants whdkegdon them.

CCIDD staff celebrates their annual Christmas paitia gifts and a pifiateFrom left to righ: Rogelio
Nova, Bernardina Martinez, Luis Estrada, IsabeldRe¥frain Barrueta, Vicente Castafieda, Hugo Toled
Maggie Kaiser and Jorge Mejia Fitz.

o

Find us on In other news, we are very excited about CCIDD'w k&@cebook
Facebool page! Itincludes much of the same informatiortteswebsite, but
we hope that it becomes an interactive tool to lgrepps dialoguing
and connected after their trips. Also, on the pageCCIDD promotional video that captures
the essence of CCIDD’s programs and purpose. ePlems on, check it out, make
connections, share ideas and tell your friends.
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Raquel
Vasquez
(ccibb

staff), Mary,
Irma (La
Estacion
residents) and

Maggie

Kaiser
(ccibb

staff)make
three hundred
tamales to
serve at the
tribute to
retired
Archbishop
Samuel Ruiz
from Chiapas.

Mexico
celebrated with
Don Samuel
Ruiz his 50
years as a
Bishop in
January this
year. Top (left
to right): Luis
Estrada, Amy
Godenick,
Isabel Reyes,
Hugo Toledo,
Jenna Padbury,
Licha Villegas
Espinoza.
Bottom: Maggie
Kaiser, Don
Samuel Ruiz,
Kathy Long.



CCIDD staff
members
Vicente
Castafieda
and Rogelio
Nova get
ready with
Tom Vargo in
CCIDD’s
garage for a
service
project in La
Estacion.
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On the {" of

April, CCIDD
celebrated the
birthday of
longtime staff
member Maru
Colin (on the left
with her birthday
cake!). From left
(far back): Paty
Cabello, Isa
Reyes, Alba
Pocop, Licha
Villegas Espinoza,
Maggie Kaiser,
Vicente
Castafieda, Efrain
Barrueta, Herlinda
Martinez Rojas.
Happy birthday,
Maru!



Service Projects in La Estacion

La Estacién is a neighborhood in Cuernavaca thagives the majority of CCIDD service
projects and donations. Many CCIDD groups in tilid® season have experienced the
rewards and challenges of service work here. Themment is not very involved in the
day-to-day life of La Estacion and public utilitiage in poor repair. The only other source of
aid to this neighborhood is from private donors and-governmental organizations both in
Mexico and in the States and Canada.

You may notice that all the service projects aradeel by women’s names. This is because
CCIDD chose this year’s service projects by attegdour consecutive community center
meetings with the women of La Estacién with an maibn sheet for the women to fill out.
After it was all said and done, the women haddilteit a total of around eighteen applications
for service requests. Kathy and staff members lamd Paty then ranked the applications
based on the most urgent needs—for example, a leaytook precedence over a new
cement floor. Finally, CCIDD went to visit the to@n houses and made a list of houses to
work on for the 2010 group season. With eachiugiggroup, CCIDD staff makes a decision
based on both group scheduling and recipient need.

La Estacion Community Center Breakfast Program

CCIDD service groups participate in the breakfasbgmm, a service of La Estacién
community center that feeds a discounted or frealkdast to kids before they go to school on
the weekdays. For some of these children, itéskiést meal they receive all day. Furman
University (Greenville, SC) participant Julia-LoeiDoe describes her experience: “I
wondered how working and seeing their children grgwin these conditions affected the
mindsets of the mothers working to feed their aleifd..they're no different from the little

ones that come into my mom’s daycare that need bmmduse their mothers can't afford to

feed them. |

pray for them

daily, that their

drive never

runs out, and

that  through

their faith one

day restoration

can be brought

to a broken

community

where a

breakfast

program in a

small cinder-

block building

is helping to

nourish  their
Moms from La Estacion, together with Loyola Univgrstudents from Chicago, make hope: , the
enchiladas in the community center breakfast prgra children.
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Amor para Compartir Home for Children

Amor para Compartir (Love to
Share) Home for Children is a
children’s residential school funded
by the federal Department of Infants
and Families (DIF) in Mexico. In
January, Dominican University from
River Forest, lllinois, painted eighty
student desks and they leveled the
patio yard brick-by-brick.  Staff
member Amy Godenick volunteered
at Amor Para Compartir as an
English teacher before beginnina

Dominican students Kinga Koziarska and Michellekein
pose in front of the freshly-painted student desk&mor
para Compartir.

work at CCIDD in January.

Juana Estrada Olivares

Juana lives with three of her children in La Esiaci Over
Christmas, she had to relocate, so the communitiain
Estacion pulled together to build her a new honmd a
CCIDD and Dominican University helped lay the cemen
floor. The family moved into their new house thexihday.
Dominican participant Lynn Reisburg comments on her
service experience: “The experience is unsurpassed
other service learning trips | have attended. CCIDD
provides a safe yet startling environment to enahldents

to become immersed in the realities of Mexico anttarn

the importance of both service and social justice.”

St. Francis students Courtney Kehoe, Katie Archibdbyla
Cotton, Chelsie Sampson, Dave Brown (from Ontaaia)
Kathryn MacDougall prepare to mix cement.

Dominican student Michell
Calvert and CCIDD staff membe
Vicente Castafieda shovel sand

Claudia Santamaria Torres
Claudia and her husband Benjamin
live in La Estacion with their four
children, and occupy a back room of
housing shared with extended family.
In  March, St. Francis Xavier
University from Antigonish, Nova
Scotia, Canada worked with Claudia
and her family to build two new
cement block walls. Participant Katie
Archibald comments on  her
experience: “l began to see the
situation | was visiting in a different
light. No, the people here do not have

a lot of "things” but in some ways they are rictiiem a lot of people | know.” CCIDD staff
member Maggie Kaiser adds, “What | liked most abmatking at Claudia's house was that
her whole family was involved. We worked with theather than for them.”
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Francisca Roman Vara

Francisca and her husband, Tino,
have made their home in a railroad
car left over from the days when La
Estacion actually WAS a train
station. Seven people live in the tiny
car, including Tino, Francisca and
their five children and two
grandchildren. McMaster University
from Ontario, Canada helped to build
a roof for their outdoor kitchen.
Before, Francisca cooked under the
hot sun, or tried to avoid cooking in
the rain. In two days, the project was

complete with a higher wall, @ The group met Maria, the newborn granddaughterandis
transparent laminate roof to let i| andTino. In this photo, McMaster students Sonal Kamab

sunlight, and a drainage system | and Nezy Lacdao laugh with Maria outside the tc@n
channel rainwater for household use:

Alejandra Enriquez from McMaster comments on hegvegience: “I loved learning about
poverty through workshops, lectures and reflectidmst going to meet the families was
amazing and | definitely learned so much from tlem.

Don Pepe, a La Estacion resident hired by CCIDDke/on raising the cinder block wall outside théntra
car before building the roof while McMaster studemtix cement.
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Maria del Carmen Alonzo Castro

Carmen is a mother in La Estacion who works instagrant and lives in a two room house
with ten people. In February, the University oftBh Columbia laid a new concrete floor for

the rooms. Carmen and her family had already eteatl of their belongings out of the

house, so the group began by mixing cement and ¢aaying it to Don Pepe, the builder.

By the next day, the floor was dry and the familgued back in.

This photo shows UBC with the family after a jofell done. Left to right: Ching Min Lin, Luis Estdla
(staff), Bo Li, Shari Walsh, Melany Rodgers, Gilligllis, Lawrence Chen, Chinmay Thakkar.

Participant Chinmay Thakkar from UBC comments o d@rvice experience: “It made me
challenge my own values and thoughts. By beingcafiof my own cognitive dissonance, |
transcended from my underlying assumptions of whand isn’t valuable.”

This was CCIDD staff member Amy Godenick’s firstvsge project. “As | learned from
Tino how to mix cement for the first time, | wasustk by how hard families have to work to
literally build their houses from the ground. Tlilvays humbles me as | work alongside
groups and families in La Estacion.”
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Concepciodn (Concha) Quintero

Concha, a former resident of

La Estacion, currently lives
on the northern edge of
Cuernavaca with her
husband, Manuel and their
three children. Groups from
McMaster University
(Toronto), University of
British Columbia, Pope John
Paul Il CSH (Toronto), St.
Francis Xavier University
(Nova Scotia) and the
Catholic  District  School
Board of Eastern Ontario
built the foundation, mixed
cement and laid the floor.

Kylie Dias, of John Paul Il
High School says, “It made
me appreciate how easy m

Students from St. Francis Xavier mix cement at ®@a’s housewith
Rogelio Nova of CCIDD staff. Left to right: ChedssGampson,
Elizabeth Walsh, Monique Landry and Luke Strumy.

life is and that | should mak
the most of it.”

Margarita Barrera Ocampo

Margarita (Mago) is a
mother in La Estacién. Out
of the seven children she
has, five are sponsored
through the community
center. She works at her
house trimming corn
kernels to sell in the
people’s market located in
downtown Cuernavaca and
her partner, José Luis,
works in construction. The
walls of their old bathroom
were made of cardboard
and bed sheets). In mid-

Paty CabelloCCIDD staff) and some of Ma('s family watch the servic | March the Catholic
project. From left to right: Paty, Fausta, EfrBiarrueta (CCIDD staff and Dijstrict School Board of
Mago’s son), Regina , Adela, Silvia y José Miguel. Eastern Ontario

(CDSBEO) dug ditches to

build the foundation, mixed cement to build thecknvalls and removed a large scrap pile. In

early April, Catholic Central

High School from Alite, Canada, continued the home

improvement by laying a concrete floor in the batm.
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Heather Rictusempra from CDSBEO describes her CCéBDice experience: “I especially

loved how we worked with the family and not for tlaenily. As much as | liked helping out

and doing work, playing with the kids was the mosmorable experience for me. Piggy-
back rides and clapping games—everyone had funtl@thnguage barrier wasn't even an
issue because laughter and smiles mean the samgerirall parts of the world.”

Isela Rosas Garcia

Isela Rosas Garcia and her husband Celestinorit@ iEstacion with their two children in a

simple three-room house with cement floors and aibldck walls. Celestino works as a

construction assistant and Isela is a stay-at-horoe. They have constructed their house
entirely on their own. In early April, Catholic @al High School participated in a roofing

project for the family’s home. Students from CCi¢Eoved the old asbestos materials from
the roof in the back room and then helped Vicerdastéfieda, CCIDD staff member, put in a
new galvanized and clear laminate roof. Now thecagamily has a roof that does not leak
and lets in sunlight.

Catholic Central participant Andrea Kobbert desesiber experience: “The service portion of
the trip contributed greatly to my overall expedenWe had talked about poverty and | had
seen living situations out of the bus window butereup close. Seeing it for the first time
was shocking, but knowing | was helping, even #tja little, felt like a step in the right
direction.”

Petra Cecilio Victoriano

Petra and her husband Lucio live in a three-rooraskoin La Estacion with their two
children. Their biggest need was a new wall intthek room of their house. Catholic Central
High School went in April and helped Lucio, a caaostion worker, put up the new wall.

Catholic Central
participant Wyatt
Boudreau comments:
“Service in La
Estacion showed me
how ridiculously
ironic it is that some of
the hardest working
people in the world are
also the poorest.”
Jenna Padbury,
CCIDD staff member,
adds, “There is more
than building going on

here. CCIDD

participants learn
Maria Zappone, a Catholic Central leader, helpgtoove the old wall in abOUt systemic
Petra’s house before students worked on raisingeteone. injustice  when they

meet families at the
service sites.”
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GADI

In  April, students
from St. Dominic
High  School of
Alberta, Canada,
visited GADI, Grupo
Activo de Down

Independiente
(Active Group of
Independent People
with Down’s) to
paint. GADI is a
private non-profit
day-home where
children and young
adults with Down’s
syndrome go to
school and participate

in extracurricular
St. Dominic leader Rhonda Adrian and participantlitaFitzgerald paint a aCtIVI_tIQS. .St'
classroom wall in GADI. Dominic High

School students

painted four classrooms white in preparation fag trganization’s upcoming anniversary
celebration. Participant Melissa Girard commentsher experience: “I have learned that
actually doing is better than giving.” CCIDD sta$label Reyes adds, “I enjoyed getting to
know the leaders of St. Dominic as they helped bspaint. It's funny: Sometimes in life |
feel like I'm just stirring paint, but in realitydm always building relationships.”

CCIDD staff
sitsinon a
community

center
meeting in La
Estacion.
Left to right:
Maggie
Kaiser,
Lutheran
volunteer
Katherine
Sommer,
Isabel Reyes,
Luis Estrada
and Paty
Cabello.
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From CCIDD Executive Director

Dear Friends of CCIDD,

Here in Cuernavaca our 2010 CCIDD groups have been with service learning. CCIDD’s
projects are funded by your generous donationsnilyau for your generous donations to
help families have a dignified place to live.

| hope you have enjoyed this photo story in our Bletter showing the service work our
groups have been doing.

Our CCIDD staff has now grown; we are 21 persong and hope to continue to give you an
excellent place to stay as well as an excellentension program.

Purchasing construction materials

Since the first of January we have worked on 9 hgrdeing repair and additions. (See the
photos.) To do this service we have purchased bagement and mortar and numerous
square meters of sand and gravel to lay the ceftaors. Additionally, we had to buy the
roofing materials, roof panels, the support beatesment block and armex for the wall and
corner structures and the wire or hooks neededutoitpall together. Construction in
Cuernavaca is done entirely with cement; wood is used. For some homes we added
windows, doors, bathroom fixtures. It all adds Bfus, we pay salaries of some workers who
guide the work with our groups. The costs totabggroximately $ 6,000 US dollars for the
nine homes thus far. We have received $ 8,750 ubdaktions with $6,100 for service
projects. Other costs include school expensesHibdren, family health bills, and needs in
groups whom we visit. Thus some of our CCIDD operatl fund is going for the service
projects and we are happy to do our part.

CCIDD financial crisis

The financial reality in our operational accountGZIDD is a cause for concern this year.
Groups are not coming due to the poor economyenU4f and Canada and some groups are
smaller in number. Last year with the HIN1 flu wetlseven groups; but we had savings and
were able to finish the year and pay our bills. njlachools and organizations in Cuernavaca
have this same reality. We depend upon foreignggdar our economic base. Now in 2010,
with fewer groups coming, we are cutting costsvarg possible way, including lowering the
costs of water, electricity, food and even salari&gen with these cutbacks we anticipate a
$20,000 dollar shortfall.

Looking ahead
We want CCIDD to continue and to grow. | ask fougbelp in encouraging groups to come.

Bring your family for a vacation! Equally, | askrfgour financial donations for this fiscal
year, 2010. We cannot meet our expenses due tortiiected lower income. By acting now
and sharing our financial realty | trust we canthedugh this difficult time.

Kindly remember us in prayer. The most difficultripis the stress placed on our staff if we

have to cut days of work. We all love working herefeel with concentrated effort we can
change our financial reality and meet our expertaasywe need your help!
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DONATE

To make a financial donation, send a check or mavegr made to CCIDD and mail to
CCIDD % Pat Lucas, 28613 Isleworth Ct., Lake BIUiff60044 USA.

Can you help with $10, $20, or $100?

Your kindness and generosity at this time is gyeagppreciated. We received generous
donations from our December 2009 appeal. This respavas an impetus to the service
projects at the beginning of this year. We lookaar support once again.

Thank you to all our donors! Thank you for your gog now and in the past!
In peace and solidarity,

Sister Kathy Long O.P. D. Min.
and CCIDD staff

Sister Kathy Long, CCIDD executive director, staimdthe garden with Isidro Rosalines, his wife Mari
Isabel and his son, Felix. Isidro is an indigenadisan who makes palm-leaf baskets to sell toDICI
groups as a member of the United Artisans Cooperatin this photo, Maria Isabel is wearing a Trsthiat
was a gift from Catholic Central High School in Atbe, Canada. CCHS visited CCIDD at the end ofddar
2010.
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CONTACT US

Our webpage:
www.ccidd.org

Send emails to:
ccidd mexico@yahoo.com
ccidd@cableonline.com

Our Facebook page:
CCIDD: Cuernavaca Center for Intercultural DialogureDevelopment

Phone (011-52-777) 312-65-64

USA line direct to Mexico414-431-4244
Fax: (011-52-777) 312-93-92

Central Standard Time

Our Mexico Address
CCIDD

Francisco Leyva 39
Cuernavaca, Morelos
62000 Mexico

CCIDD MISSION STATEMENT

To provide opportunities for churches and otherugeo from the U.S. and Canada to
encounter the presence of God in the struggle ustige in the Americas and to empower
them to work for social transformation
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