
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

It is difficult to say what is impossible, for the 
dream of yesterday is the hope of today and the 

reality of tomorrow. 

 
Robert H. Goddard (1882 - 1945) 



Hello Everyboydy!  Welcome to our 2008 journey 
by Paty Cabello 

 
This time, I’d like to tell you about our ministry for the last eight months here at 
CCIDD. 
2008 was an incredible experience for all of us. We were able to provide this 
immersion opportunity for 364 people in 202 days with a total of 22 groups, 
churches, high schools and colleges from Canada and the United States.  
We worked together for social transformation. 
 

2008 Groups at CCIDD 
Colleges, Universities High Schools Churches 

Angelo State University, USA Catholic Central High School, CA St. Mark’s Catholic Church, CA 

 
Boston College, USA 

 
Lakeland Schools, CA 

St. Martin Episcopal Church, 
USA 

Carleton University, CA St. Dominic Catholic High School, 
CA 

Transfiguration Lutheran Youth 
Group, USA 

Dominican University, USA Catholic District School Board 
Eastern Ontario (CDSBEO), CA 

 

Furman University, USA   
King’s College, School of Social 

Work, CA 
  

Loyola University, USA   
McMaster University, CA   

St. Francis Xavier University, CA   
University of Western Ontario, CA   

UW Green Bay, USA 

  

UW Fond du Lac Extension, USA   
Canadian Catholic Campus 

Ministry, CA 
  

Edgewood College, USA   



View of nurseries in Jiutepec 

We are glad because this year we had a direct encounter with people from a rural 
community in a municipality nearby called 
JIUTEPEC. 
 
Jiutepec is a large town south of Cuernavaca 
(where we are) it has a large   indigenous 
population working at open air flower 
nurseries. Most of these workers and their 
families speak an indigenous language, 
Mixteco or Nahuatl. They have migrated from 
Guerrero, Oaxaca or within the state of 
Morelos. 
 
 
They are also very genuine; and welcomed us with an open heart. Having the 
chance to see their environment, surrounded by flowers and a beautiful view, we 
were able to see and compare the way these indigenous people live here. 
 
The struggle it’s not the same in the city as in these rural areas. Being poor has a 

different meaning in both places, and the kind of 
work and difficulties are not the same. 
 
Emilia Morales Martinez is a Social Worker 
whom we met. And she was the person who 
helped us to get in touch with the families. 
 
She’s been living in Jiutepec for 25 years, and 
she knows her community very well due to her 
job. She works for a governmental office since 
2000. 

 
 

 In 2007 we met 
a special family. Rosa is the mom of three 
children, Karina, Panchito and Irineo. Her 
husbands name is Irineo also. He works in a 
flower nursery, from 7 am to 7pm every day 6 
days a week and is barely able to feed his family. 

And Rosa stays 
home taking care 
of her children.  
 
 
 
Karina and Panchito were born with a brain damage 
and they both suffer from cerebral palsy; Rosa’s 
family is one of the families who Emilia introduced 
us to in Jiutepec. 

Emilia Morales (Woman in white in the left) 
with some women from Jiutepec and students 

from Furman University. 
Irineo, Rosa’s husband. He made the grass at 

Palapa’s area here at CCIDD 

Rosa and Karina in their house in Jiutepec 



Part of our program; has been a visit to other 
rural community called CUENTEPEC. 
In this little town the indigenous people who live 
there have had the courage to keep their 
customs and values through centuries of western 
civilization. 
 
In contrast with the indigenous families in 
Jiutepec, the families in Cuentepec are able to 
feed themselves growing their own corn, beans, 
hot peppers, tomatoes and pumpkin. 
 
The women from Cuentepec also have the knowledge of working with clay. 
They are able to make beautiful figures out of this material.  

                               
 
 
 
 
Maria Luisa Mejia is a Social Worker who has 
been working with this community for 8 years, 
doing an incredible job, She has initiated many 
of workshops for the women of Cuentepec.   
 
 
Thanks to those workshops, as bakery, sewing, 
pottery, nutritional health, they can feed and 

support their 
families.  
  
 
Without a doubt, the CCIDD program is a call 
from God. Here we have the opportunity to 
encounter God’s presence in each of these 
communities and in the presence of all these 
families. 
  
 

 
 

A house in Cuentepec 

Maria Luisa with some women from 
Cuentepec 

María Luisa (Right) 

Women from Cuentepec with their clay 
work 

Families in Cuentepec (left half), Fr. Don 
McMillan from Boston College and two staff 

members (Casey and Abril) 



Helping Hands  
by Casey Miller 

 
During the months of July and August, CCIDD welcomed three volunteers: 

Nicole Laderoute, a high school English teacher from Alberta, Canada, and two 
students from Furman University, Sarah Ferguson and Laura Estep.   

 
After participating in CCIDD retreats during the 2008 school year, these ladies 

wanted more of CCIDD and of Cuernavaca, so they decided to head back down to 
the city of eternal spring.  The CCIDD staff 
wasted no time in putting them to work, and 
their help proved invaluable during the 
planning and implementation of various 
summer projects.   

 
 Nicole arrived early July, and was able 
to help us with several activities during the 
programmed retreat for a high school youth 
group.  Once Sarah and Laura arrived mid-
July, the three teamed up to throw a pool party for impoverished children from the 
local neighborhood, La Estación. 
 
Not wanting to disregard the older kids, the trio also helped Sr. Kathy and Paty lead 
a group of teenagers from La Estación in a social justice workshop.  The workshop 
incorporated various dialogues and 
dynamics regarding social justice issues, 
including a dialogue with El Pregón, a 
youth activist group.  During the workshop, 
the group also enjoyed excursions such as 
an eco-tour in the neighboring community 
of San Anton and a trip to Tepoztlán.  (For 
the record, all three volunteers made it to 
the top of the Tepozteco mountain in 
Tepoztlán.)   
 
Besides tackling the mountain, the girls 
undertook the laborious and emotional task of helping an elderly couple from La 
Estación to build and move into a dignified house – a process you can read about in 
Nicole´s article in this issue.   

 In addition to the aforementioned well-
executed stunts, Nicole, Sarah, and Laura had 
various on-going responsibilities during their time 
at CCIDD.  All three volunteers helped Casey 
give English lessons to the CCIDD housekeeping 
and maintenance staff, and Nicole also held 
regular English lessons for Juan Rosalines, a 20-
year old indigenous artisan from the pueblo 
Tlamacazapa.  Sarah and Laura were also 

Laura and Sarah helping Vicente to paint a 
wall at CCIDD 

Laura and Sarah with La Estación youth during an 
excursion to Tepoztlán 



charged with two research projects 
regarding the Millennium Development 
Goals and the recent developments in 
Latin American politics and presidential 
elections.  The fruits of their labor will be 
used in future group retreats.   
 
 We at CCIDD would like to thank 
the volunteers for their positive energy, 
patience, sweat, dedication, and willing 
attitudes.  Sistahs Nici, Luala, and Sarita, 
we miss you and thank you, once again, for all of your hard work!            
 
 

                   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our super volunteers! Laura and Sarah 
 

Raquel, María Luisa, Nicole and Berna 



The House 
by Nicole Laderoute 

 
 During my two-month stay at CCIDD this summer, I have had many amazing 
opportunities, met many amazing people, and learned more than I could have ever 
imagined.  My favourite lesson came from Eric, the youth minister and group leader 
of the group from St. Martin’s Church in Texas, who told me that before you know a 
person, you define them by their situation, but once you have gotten to know that 
person, you define them as an individual, with thoughts, feelings, hopes, and 
dreams.  This is one of the principles that has defined my experience at CCIDD, as 
well as guided me in my work in La Estacion, most notably at the home of don 
Porfirio and his wife, Maria Luisa. 
 

I will never forget the first time I met these two people.  I travelled to La 
Estacion with Kathy and Pati to visit this elderly   couple, who had become friends of 
the CCIDD staff.  Kathy had been introduced to them a few months back by 
Fresvinda, the well-respected Maestra of the community center in La Estation.  At 
the time of their meeting, Porfirio was in ill health, having lived for the last few years 
with a tennis ball-sized goitre on his neck; however, Maria Luisa had suffered the 
majority of the health problems: she had been blind for the last two years as the 
result of untreated cataracts.  Due to her loss of vision, her mobility was extremely 
limited, and her leg muscles had suffered major atrophy as the result of under 
usage.  Porfirio had been caring for his infirm wife for years as best he knew how, 
but often he had to leave for days at a time to find work, during which time he would 
lock Maria Luisa inside the house to prevent intruders from entering.  I can only 
imagine how she must have sat alone in her home for days at a time, neither moving 
nor speaking to anyone. 

 
 This was the condition of this when they were introduced to the CCIDD staff, 
who immediately assessed the situation in order to see how they could help.  They 
focused on the state of the home the couple lived in, which was little more than a 
cardboard shack, held together with rotting boards and rusty nails.  When Porfirio 
confessed his dream of building a new home with cement walls, windows, doors, 
and electricity, to CCIDD, the project was born. 
 
 The first step was to clear the front of the property of shrubs and foliage in 
order to lay the foundation for the home.  Because Maria Louisa was not able to be 
moved, the old house would have to remain intact until a new one could be built, 
confining it to only a small portion of the front of the property.  In May, CCIDD 
brought a group of 5 people from San Angelo, Texas, to help with preparing the 
land.  Once the brush was cleared, they moved hundreds of rocks to the front of the 
property – rocks that represented a lifetime collection the Porfirio had saved in the 
hopes of having his dream realized.  The rocks were mixed with cement and used to 
build up the foundation on the slanted property so house would be level with the 
street.  When the foundation had been established, the project was well under way. 
 
 The San Angelo group was so moved by this experience that their assistance 
did not stop with the building of a foundation.  Having realized that Porfirio and Maria 



Luisa had been sleeping on the same single bed 
for all their married life, with Porfirio falling off 
most nights, they went shopping for a more 
suitable double bed, and delivered it to the 
grateful and surprised couple.  They also 
realized Maria Luisa’s dire need for cataract 
surgery, and proceeded to collect money to 
cover the cost.  For Maria Luisa, it was life 
changing. 
 
 
 

When I arrived at their home, Porfirio, with the help of many of his neighbours 
in La Estacion, had built walls out of cement blocks on the foundation and put in the 
tubing necessary for an indoor toilet, which would be a huge improvement from the 
worn-out outhouse on the property.  As I entered the old house, Maria Luisa sat up 
in her new bed and greeted me warmly, taking my hand in hers.  Porfirio rushed to 
find chairs for everyone to be able to sit on.  They were looking forward to her 
upcoming surgery and the continued construction of their new home.  As I left that 
first day, I was almost as excited as they were. 
 
 Within the next week, Rogelio and Vicente from CCIDD went back to the 
house to put up the roof.  It was important that the roof go up before the cement floor 
could be poured, because of the nightly rain.  I was looking forward to hearing the 
update from the guys over lunch, but the news was not all good.  Vicente told us that 
the roof had gone on beautifully, but Porfirio had reported that he and his wife had 
no food to eat.  He had been spending so much time working on the house that he 
had not been able to find work to pay for food.  That same afternoon, Kathy decided 
that we would purchase some groceries.  Kathy and I, along with two college 

students/CCIDD volunteers, Sarah and Laura, 
travelled to the mercado to buy a week’s worth of 
groceries. 
 
 Days later, the cement floor was ready to 
be poured.  Casey, Sarah, Laura, Vicente, and I 
all travelled back to La Estacion to assist with the 
process.  Little did I realize, the process would 
be by no means comparable to a cement truck.  
All of the cement had to be mixed with sand, 

gravel, and water in the street, then carried in buckets to the house to be poured.  I 
have never experienced such back-breaking work.  The buckets of wet cement had 
to be 100 pounds each, and Casey, Sarah, Laura and I struggled to carry one 
between two of us.  As I was panting and sweating, I was shocked to see the women 
of La Estacion shovelling and carrying their own buckets.  Mari, Guille, Carmen, and 
the others seemed to be pros.  Mago, Efrain’s mother, put me to shame, looking as 
though she did this type of work every day.  I cursed my cushy anglo-saxon 
upbringing and hauled buckets until I thought my arms would snap out of their 

Don Porfirio, Maria Luisa and students from 
Angelo State University. 



sockets.  When the last bucket of cement had been poured, we all stood back to 
admire our work.  It was the most beautiful cement floor I had ever seen. 
 
 The house was in need of front and back doors and a window, so the guys at 
CCIDD set to work contructing the glass and metal needed.  The four of us girls 
decided we could help by going to the house and washing down all the things in the 
old house prepare for the move to the new house.   
 

When we arrived, Maria Louisa had gotten home from her sugery, and had 
opened her eyes for the first time in two years.  She had tears of joy in her eyes 
when she saw us.  She told us that she thought she would die without ever seeing 
her friends and family again and never dreamed that she would have her sight 
returned to her.  She was so thankful to God for this opportunity and especially to 
the group from Texas that made her vision possible. 

 
When we told her that we were there to clean her home, she was horrified.  

She told us that when she could see, she used to clean her house everyday.  Even 
though the floor was only made of dirt, she swept it clean.  She asked if she could 
wash the floor in the new house.  I realized that because she was bedridden, she 
hadn’t seen it yet.  We told her that she could wash everything in the new house. 

 
We took the dishes outside to wash them in buckets of soapy rainwater.  As I 

scrubbed dishes embedded with years of dirt and grime, with my back bent over an 
ice-cold bucket, I vowed to hug my dishwasher the minute I got home.  Inside the 
house, Romalia, another neighbor from La Estacion set about wiping down all the 
furniture, and throwing away broken and decreped items.  When Sarah, Laura, 
Casey and I left at the end of the day, the old house was looking better than ever. 

 
The last things to be completed before the house was finished were the 

installations of the door and windows, and the wiring of electricity.  After one 
adventure-full trip to Home Depot, we were ready.  We traveled back to the house to 
put in the finishing touches.  As we were working, Porfirio was as excited as child: 
“My house is going to be SO cool!” he told us.  It was time to move in. 

 
Casey and I returned a week later.  Fresvinda had organized the moving in 

with the women of the community days before, and we were excited to see the end 
result of months of hard work.  We met Porfirio outside in the street.  He eagerly led 
us to the house, proudly producing the keys to the door from his pocket and 
ushering us inside. 

 
Maria Louisa sat up in her new double bed, now placed beside the window so 

she could feel the cool afternoon breeze.  As always, Porfirio quickly gathered chairs 
for us to sit in.  Their possessions were organized comfortably around the space, 
and in our absence someone had installed a few hooks and shelves for clothing.  
The cement house had truly become a home. 

 
“We are so grateful,” Maria Louisa told us, “for everything that all of you have 

done for us.  We are so lucky to have such a blessed life.” 



 
I couldn’t help feel as though the luck had been mine.  Before we started this 

project, the people of La Estation had been just that - people living in poverty.  
Things were so different now.  As I said goodbye to don Porfirio and Maria Louisa 
and walked out of the community for what I knew was to be my last time, tears 
burned in my eyes.  I knew now that the community I was leaving held a wonderful 
and grateful old couple, committed neighbours, hard workers, loving individuals, and, 
most importantly, my friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



LATIN AMERICA’S PRESIDENTS 
by Abril Olmos 

 
BOLIVIA 

EVO MORALES 
 

Juan Evo Morales Ayma (born October 26, 1959 in Orinoca, Oruro), 
popularly known as Evo, is the President of Bolivia since January 2006, 
and the country's first indigenous head of state in over 450 years since 
the Spanish Conquest. Morales was elected president during the 2005 
election, after several crises due to the gas issues. 

 
Morales is the left-wing leader of Bolivia's cocalero movement – a 

loose federation of coca leaf-growing campesinos who are resisting the 
efforts of the United States government to eradicate coca in the province of Chapare 
in southeastern Bolivia. Long before coca was used to make cocaine, the indigenous 
people of the Andean region, the Aymara and Quechua, chewed coca leaves as a 

dietary supplement. The consumption of coca leaves and tea is part 
of daily life for Bolivia's peasants, miners and workers. The US-led 
«Plan Dignidad» (dignity plan), which seeks to reduce coca 
production to zero, is seen by them as an attack on the peasant's 
livelihoods and the indigenous people's way of life.  

 
Morales is also leader of the Bolivian political party 

Movement for Socialism (Movimiento al Socialismo) with the 
Spanish acronym MAS (meaning "more"), which was involved in the recent Gas 
Wars. He later played a central role in the violent demonstrations demanding the 
nationalization of the energy sector that led to the resignation of 
President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada in October 2003.  

 
On August 2008 Evo Morales, easily won a recall referendum 

and vowed to press ahead with plans to transform the country into a 
leftwing centralist state. Morales hopes the victory will enable him to 
push through reforms including nationalizations, land redistribution and 
a constitution favoring the long-marginalized indigenous majority. 

 
"We're here to move forward with the recovery of our natural resources, the 

consolidation of nationalization and the state takeover of companies." 
 

The bitter power struggle between Morales and opposition governors has 
exposed deep divisions between the wealthier east and the more indigenous west of 
the country, forcing him to put many reforms on hold.  

 
 
 
 
 

 



ECUADOR 
RAFAEL CORREA 

 
Rafael Correa was born in 1963 in the city of Guayaquil. Now a 
43-year-old, he studied Economics in that city's Catholic 
University and then went on to get two Masters' degrees - one 
in the US,and the other in Belgium. The father of three speaks 
fluent English and French and can also speak the indigenous 
Quechua language, which he learnt while doing voluntary work. 
  

Mr Correa describes himself as "left-wing - not from the 
Marxist left, but rather a Christian left". His message proved popular among the poor 
in a country that is one of the poorest in the region. Pledging a "civilian revolution", 
Rafael Correa has made much of the fact he is not a traditional political figure. 
During his government, he has said, "the people will have the opportunity to punish 
the oligarchy and the political parties".  

 
In his inauguration speech he promised to overcome 

the poverty and instability of the small Andean country, 
using wealth to meet social and environmental needs, 
rather than maintaining the current “perverse system” that 
has led to over 60% of Ecuador’s 13 million people living in 
poverty and forced more than 3 million to emigrate in 
search of jobs. 

 
“The long night of neoliberalism is coming to an end. A 
sovereign, dignified, just and socialist Latin America is beginning to rise.” 
 

Correa has also established that he will not be following the US line. He has 
said he is against a free-trade agreement with Washington, arguing it is damaging to 
Ecuadorean industry and preferring to focus on national development and Latin 
American integration, He also has vowed to oppose a local US military base. Correa 
has also promised to renegotiate contracts with foreign oil companies, in order to 

free up money for spending on health, education, the 
environment and housing. 

 
Correa try to cut the ties with the World Bank and 

International Monetary Fund and to restructure the country's 
foreign debt. Its oil wealth, he has said, will go back to the 

people. He has also called for an international debt tribunal to prevent the 
exploitation of debt-ridden countries. Correa is firmly opposed to a free-trade 
agreement with the US. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ICE- IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT 

by Sister Kathleen Long OP 

Homeland Security developed after the violence of 9/11 when the twin towers in 
New York and the Pentagon were attacked by planes. Seeking to find terrorists and 
make America more secure ICE, Immigration and Customs Enforcement , was 
created in March 2003 and is the largest investigative branch of the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS). On the web page of ICE it is stated: 

‘(ICE) was created after 9/11, by combining the law enforcement arms of the former 
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) and the former 
U.S. Customs Service, to more effectively enforce our 
immigration and customs laws and to protect the United States 
against terrorist attacks. ICE does this by targeting illegal 
immigrants: the people, money and materials that support 
terrorism and other criminal activities. ICE is a key component 
of the DHS “layered defense” approach to protecting the 
nation.’ See web page www.ice.gov for more information  

Recently two large RAIDS on people have resulted in chaos for families and 
workers. On August 25, 2008 federal officials raided a factory in Laurel, Mississippi. 
After entering Howard Industries factory, 595 people were detained. Of these 485 of 
the immigrants were immediately taken by bus to a detention center in central 
Louisiana and would face deportation. A smaller number 106, were temporarily 
released for ‘humanitarian’ reasons. Nine 17-year –olds were also taken into 
custody. (See NYTimes articles August 26 and 27.) 

 This Laurel, MS incident is a larger raid than the one in Potsville, Iowa in May, 2008 
at a meatpacking plant when nearly 400 were arrested. The raid in May resulted in 
criminal charges and imprisonment for many. This was a change of strategy with 
ICE as the Bush administration wants to express its effectiveness to secure 
America. 

The web page for ICE, Immigration and Customs Enforcement, states the mission of 
the organization:   

Our mission is to protect America and uphold public safety. We fulfill 
this mission by identifying criminal activities and eliminating 
vulnerabilities that pose a threat to our nation’s borders, as well as 
enforcing economic, transportation and infrastructure security. By 
protecting our national and border security, ICE seeks to eliminate 
the potential threat of terrorist acts against the United States.  

·  We are the second largest federal law enforcement contributor to the Joint 
Terrorism Task Force.  



·  We investigate employers and target illegal workers who have gained access 
to critical infrastructure worksites (like nuclear and chemical plants, military 
installations, seaports and airports) through our Worksite Enforcement 
Initiative.  

·  We help to identify fraudulent immigration benefit applications and fraudulent 
illegal document manufacture and target violators through our Identity and 
Benefit Fraud Program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As people of faith we are called to question these acts of violence by the US 
government agency with the false pretense of protecting America from terrorists. Be 
attentive to these recurring incidents across the USA. What is the pastoral response 
to those arrested and detained? Many churches and community organizations are 
reaching out to denounce these acts and to accompany the immigrants at these 
times of trauma. Many immigrants in the USA now live in fear of deportation in their 
workplace, on the streets, in the schools. 

Those of you who have been with us at CCIDD have 
visited families in la Estación and Jiutepec. Family 
members have gone north seeking employment due to 
the low employment and poverty here in Mexico. Several 
of our own staff have shared their experiences crossing 
the border and finding work. These folks are not terrorists 
and really do not want to be away from their families 
here. The issue is economic; it is a question of survival for those who risk their lives 
crossing the frontera. I invite you to stay informed and find the truth in these realites. 
We need to work for a more humane immigration plan between the USA/Canada 
and Latin America. 

Taken from: http//:www.dollarsandsense.org 



 
 
In Gratitude  
 
We here at CCIDD are grateful for all the groups who have joined us for 2008, 
January through August. It has been a busy and wonderful experience for us. Many 
groups continue year after year sending professors and campus ministers with new 
groups of students. Information about CCIDD spreads best by word of mouth and 
the testimony of those who have been here.  Colin Whitebread who came many 
years with Pope John Paul II high school this year came with adults from his parish 
St. Mark’s catholic Church in Ontario. And what a time these adults had here! There 
are no age limits on learning; we are all learners. New groups continue to hear about 
us and want to join in this amazing immersion. God has blessed us here in Mexico! 
 
Our staff is grateful to all our Mexican partners, the women and families in La 
Estacion, the artisans, the cooperative in Cuentepec, our new friends in Jiutepec 
and our speakers. Our immersion is a cycle of learning and unlearning. We question: 
what I do I need to let go of as I change my standard ways of thinking and learn from 
others? How can I impact change for a more loving, compassionate world? 
 
As Director I am grateful to our wonderful staff- Berna, Maru, Hermelinda, Raquel, 
Leticia, Maria Luisa, Paty, Casey, Alba, Jorge, Rogelio, Manuel, Hector, Vicente, 
and Efrain.  

 
I give special thanks to Diana and Abril from our program 
staff who have both left CCIDD. Diana was with us 
January to June this year and worked with us during 
these busy months. Thanks Diana! Abril has been on our 
Program staff since 2006; she finished up here the end 
of August and has moved to 
Mexico City. Abril has been a 
keen organizer and a 

significant part of our staff bringing the Mexican 
perspective into focus for our groups. Her work has been 
excellent over these two years and I am deeply grateful to 
know Abril. Our programs were enriched with her 
enthusiasm, her wisdom and her good energy. She will 
continue her studies and her career in anthropology. God’s 
blessings to both Diana and Abril!  
 

-Sister Kathy Long OP 
 

Abril Olmos 

Diana Grisanti 



CONTACT INFO 
 
Web page: WWW.CCIDD.ORG 
 
Telephone internet: 414 431-4244 
ccidd@cableonline.com.mx 
 
CCIDD MISSIÓN STATEMENT 

To provide opportunities for churches and other groups from the U.S. and Canada to 
encounter the presence of God in the struggle for justice in the Americas and to 
empower them to work for social transformation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


